
 

BOOK REVIEW 

 

Name of the Book:- Purple Hibiscus 

Name of the Author:- Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
Book Review by:- Nandini Kumar, XII-C (Batch-2024-25) 
 

Flowering freedom: A review of ‘Purple Hibiscus’, a literary tour de force 

 

 

The labyrinthine of family dynamics is a pretty convoluted one, isn’t it? But it is 
simultaneously interesting by equal parts, provided one succeeds in navigating through the 
intricate web that it is. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s magnum opus, ‘Purple Hibiscus’, is 
one such literary piece that has very deftly encapsulated the theme of the multifaceted-ness 
of family bonds. 

Through the eyes of Kambili Achike, a Nigerian adolescent, the books takes us on a journey 
of exploring the hierarchical structure of her family, of which Kambili’s father, Eugene is the 
hegemon who rules his family with an iron fist. Eugene, a wealthy and a cardinally religious 
individual is someone whose presence is dreaded by all. Initially, Kambili is seen to be the 
dutiful and abiding daughter; a role she’s expected to play. But a visit to her aunt Ifeoma’s 
house, in which Kambili is accompanied by her brother Jaja, changes the perspective of how 
she views the word ‘family’. An alienated sense of warmth and affection seeps in to 
associate itself with the word. The book is set against the contemporary historical backdrop 
of post-colonial Africa, and it also illuminates the socio-political unrest a of the state at that 
time. 



 

Purple hibiscus is a tale of self-discovery, introspection, and most importantly emancipation, 
and silent rebellion. It accentuates the paradigm-shifting potential that education possesses. 
The book is a potent indictment of the corrosive effects of authoritarianism, that authority 
becomes tyranny when it becomes inflexible, and of what a driving force resilience can be in 
such pressing situations. 

The title ‘Purple Hibiscus’ is metaphorical to the characters of the books, it is symbolic of 
ultimate obedience, resilience and strength. Just as a flower struggles to blossom against 
inclement conditions, so do the members of the Achike family, under the supervision of 
Eugene. But on critical analysis and pondering, the oppressor is equally deprived of freedom 
as the oppressed.  

Adichie’s commitment to authenticity and her refusal to shy away from the complexities of 
her characters are what make this book the masterpiece that it is. Her narrative is so expertly 
meticulous, it feels as if we have transcended to the scene of action itself. Simultaneously, 
the author has brought forth the socio-political unrest that colonialization brings to a state, 
and the ruins that it leaves it in.  

To wrap up, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s ‘Purple Hibiscus’ is a testament of the author’s 
compelling narrative prowess and influence. It’s evocative narration presents before us the 
nitty-gritties of human character and behaviour, something that is very imperative to 
understand.This cant be dismissed as ‘just another coming-of-age’ book with teenage 
naggings.  Paramountly, this is a book that will linger in you thoughts for a long time, 
continuously prompting reflection. 


